
 

Happy Holiday Season!  

FESTIVE GREETINGS FROM SRHSB PRESIDENT IAN POPLE  

December 2025 

  

The highly successful Annual Scientific Meeting of SRHSB in Columbus 

Ohio this year was generously hosted by Dr Albert Isaacs and 

colleagues at the Nationwide Childrens Hospital.  They focused part 

of the meeting on the latest engineering & research developments in 

CSF shunts, in collaboration with Hydrocephalus Association who held 

their meeting in tandem over the two days prior to our meeting. This 

allowed excellent mixing of delegates from both groups with some 

wonderful keynote lectures by eminent researchers and clinicians 



addressing a wide range of topics involving spina bifida and 

hydrocephalus, together with some very moving accounts of the 

negative aspects of living with shunts from patient and carer 

perspectives. Dr Isaacs and the whole organizing team are to be 

congratulated on not only producing an excellent scientific 

program, but also running the meeting with careful financial 

planning leading to an unexpected but very welcome surplus for the 

SRHSB. This has helped the Society to remain in a secure financial 

position, ready for next year when we will make some much needed 

improvements to the payment methods for annual membership fees 

and donations, whilst also simplifying the membership categories to 

encourage more members to join from low income countries. 

 

We look forward to next year’s meeting in Amsterdam (16-18th 

September 2026), which will focus on current techniques and 

outcomes of in-utero surgery for spina bifida together with patient 

reported outcomes in spina bifida and hydrocephalus. 

 

 Warmest festive wishes to you all,  

Ian Pople MD FRCS, President SRHSB. 


